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IN I HE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

Please cancel claims 15-18, 140, 141, and 142/ 
Please amend claims 7, 8, and 143-146. 
Please add claims 1 5 1 - 1 63 . 



1-6. (Canceled) 

7, (Currently Amended) A method for identifying a compound that increases an bindini, ^ 
activity of prokaryotic elongation factor p (clp) comprii^ing the steps of: 

(a) contacting efp with a compound; 

(b) determining whether said compound increases activity of e^; and 

(c) detennining whether said compound that increases the activity of efp increases an 
activity of a LI 6 protein. 

8. (CuiTcntly Amended) A method for identifying a compound that increases m binding 
activity of prokaryotic elongation factor p (efp) comprising the steps of: 

(a) conl(iCting efp with a compound; and 

(b) determining whether said compoimd binds lo elp by a binding assay selected from the 
group consisting of gel electrophoresis, Western blot, filter bindings and scintillation proximity 
assay. 

9 to 142. (Canceled) 

143. (Currently Amended) A method for identifying a compound that decreases an binding 
activity of prokaryotic elongation factor p (efp) comprising the steps of: 
(a) contacting elp with a compound; and 
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(b) doteimining whether said compound binds to efp by meai^uring ihe intrin^siQ 
fluorescence of efp and determining whether said intrinsic fluorescence is decreased by said 
binding, wherein said intrinsic fluorescence of efp is measured by a change in the fluorescence of 
the tryptophan residue(s) of efp, wherein said fluorescence of efp is measured and compared to 
the fluorescence intensity of efp in the presence of the corni>ound^ wherein a decrease in 
fluorescence intensity indicates binding of efp» wherein a decrease in said intrinsic fluorescence 
of etp indicates that said compound decreases said binding aclivity. 

144. (Currently Amended) A method for identifying a compound thai decreases ftft bindina 
activity of ptokaryotic elongation factor p (e:^) comprising the steps of: 

(a) contacting efp with a compound; 

(b) determining whether said compound decreases bin ding activity of efp; and 

(c) determining whether said compound which decreases the binding a ctivity of efp 
increases the an activity of Other protein(s) essential for the functioning of Gfp. 

145. (Currently Amended) A method for identifying a compound tliat decreases a binding 
activity of prokaryotic elongation factor p (eft?) comprising the steps of: 

(a) contacting e^ with a compound; 

(b) determining whether said compound decreases the binding activity of efp; and 

(c) detertnining whether said compound that decreases the binding activity of efp 
decreases 4e m activity of a LI 6 protein, 

146. (Currently Amended) A method for identifying a compound that decreases cut a binding 
activity of prokaryotic elongation factor p (efp) comprising the steps of: 

(a) contacting efp with a compound; and 

(b) determining whetlier said compound binds to efp by a binding assay selected from the 
group consisting of gel electrophoresis* Western blot, filter binding, and scintillation proximity 
assay. 



147-150. (canceled) 
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151. (new) A method for idcnlifying a compound that binds to elongation factor p (ei^^) 
comprising contacting efp with the compound and detecting an increase in an intrinsic 
fluorescence of efp, thereby identifying the compound as a compound that binds to efp. 

1 52. (new) A method for detecting binding of a putative cfp-binding compound to elongation 
factor p (efp) comprising detecting an increase in an intrinsic fluorescence of in the presence 
of the pulative efp-binding compound, thereby identifying Ibe putative efp-binding compound as 
an efp-binding compound* 

1 53. (new) A method for detecting binding of elongation factor p (efp) comprising 
detennining on intrinsic fluorescence of efp in the absence and in the presence of a putative 
modulator, wherein an increased intrinsic fluorescence in the prejsence of the putative modulator 
is indicative of efp binding. 

154. (new) A method for identifying a compound which modulates elongation factor p (efp) 
binding activity comprising contacting efp with a compound under conditions suitable for 
binding and detecting modulation of binding activity of the efp by the compoimd 

1 55. (new) A method of identifying a compound that binds to elongation factor p (efjp) 
comprising: 

(a) contacting efp with a compound; and 

(b) detennining whether said compound binds to eQ>. 

156. (new) The method of claim 155 wherein said determining comprises measuring an intrinsic 
fluorescence of efp in the absence and presence of said compound, wherein an increase in said 
intrinsic fluorescence of efp indicates that said compound hinds to e^. 

1 57. (new) The method of claim 155 wherein said eip is isolated from a natural source. 

158. (new) The method of claim 157 wherein said natural source is a prokaryotic organism. 
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159. (new) Hie method of claim 158 wherein said prokaryotit organism is a bacteria. 

160. (new) The method of claim 159 wherein said bacteria is E, colt, S, aureus, S, pneumoniae, 
K injluenzaey or an Enierococcus species. 

161. (new) A method of identifying a compound that modulates the binding of an elongation 
factor p (efp) binding partner comprising: 

(a) contacting efp with binding partner with said compound; and 

(b) determining whether said compound modulates the binding of said bound comjKiund 
by raeasLiring intrinsic fluorescence of efp and determining whether said intrinsic fluorescence is 
increased or decreased by said binding, wherein a change in said intrinsic fluorescence indicates 
that said compound modulates the binding of said bound compound. 

162. (new) The method of claim 161 wherein said binding partner is an oxazolidinone. 

163. (new) The method of claim 162 wlierein said oxazoHdinone is eperezolid or linezolid. 
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